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Happenings

By Geoffrey M. Footner
Fell’s Point Maritime Historical Consortium
 Perhaps the way to look at the upcoming 
200th anniversary of the United States’ second war 
with Great Britain is to recognize that with it comes 
multiple opportunities for Baltimore, Maryland 
and Tidewater, but particularly this city, to remind 
everyone of its contributions to our young nation’s 
history. The components of this planned celebra-
tion, once recognized, can be brought together 
like bricks in Fort McHenry’s walls. The officials 
assigned to make this anniversary successful are 
tourist and heritage specialists. That brings into 
focus the need to concentrate on the local, national 
and international array of components that had an 
influence on Baltimore’s role during this war. This 
can help bring visitors.
 The War of 1812 lasted 30 months, winding 
down in 1815. The Battle of Baltimore, Sept. 1-14, 
1814, was in several aspects its apex. Before Adm. 
Cochrane attacked “this den of pirates,” there was 
the burning of Washington. But as the Duke of 
Wellington told his prime minister following Bal-
timore’s victory, Britain had “only a single advan-
tage,” the blockade, but “even in that advantage the 
Americans had a share as long as their cruisers sur-
rounded the British Isles.” Most of those “cruisers” 
were Baltimore schooners, built in Fell’s Point. 
 Taken together, the successful defense of 
Baltimore and the remarkable performance of 
Baltimore schooners during those final months of 
1814, the people, nations, places and organizations 
that contributed to those two successes should 
be included in a celebration that recognizes the 
wide-spread collection of collaborators: ‘Point 
residents, rich city merchants such as Sam Smith 
and the mayor of Baltimore, Edward Johnson, and 
a broad array of others of this city, in Tidewater, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Western Maryland. 
Also in places that Baltimoreans often visit, such 
as Canada, Jamaica, Bermuda and Britain, where 
our mariners, navy and army personnel are buried. 

War of 1812:  Celebrate 
And Visitors Will Come

5K Run for Fell’s ‘n Cells
 The Preservation Society of 
Federal Hill and Fell’s Point and the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

of Maryland 
are benefi-
ciaries of the 
H.R.  Read 
Run for Fell’s 
and Cells 5K 
Run/1M Walk 

on Saturday, Sept. 25, starting at the 
Rec Center in Patterson Park below 
Baltimore St. Read was a founder of 
the Preservation Society who died of 
leukemia in 2006. Register at www.
ps.com or www.active.com (search 
cells): $30 runners, $20 walkers, 
under 12 free. The accompanying 
cartoon of a tug apparently is legging 
it out of town, see photo below.

Main Street, working with the Preservation Society, 
has worked with the city to run up new signs on major 
intersection poles to help pull visitors, and residents, 
north from the harbor. This one on the Square is mis-
leading for now, however. A tourist looking for Main 
Street’s office won’t find it by following the arrows--
which point roughly to the Comfort Station, where the 
community group is to relocate eventually. Attempts 
to approach Main Street electronically for more de-
tails were unsuccessful. 

Photo by Lew Diuguid 

No August Fell’s Pointer,
Big News on 9/11 Return
 The Fell’s Pointer’s year-round 
volunteers vacation in August, so this 
is the last issue until the second Satur-
day in September, the 11th. With that 
fateful commemoration date in mind, 
you can serve the community and 
provide us a major story as follows: 
 Please submit letters of nomina-
tion for the 9-11 Selfless Community 
Service Award by Aug. 1 to Assistant 
Towne Crier Michael Lisicky, 607 
S. Wolfe St, 21231 OR e-mail your 
nomination to AltoLFudge@aol.com. 
Last year’s recipient was Jennifer 
Etheridge. The winner will be an-
nounced at the 9-11 Remembrance 
Ceremony on the Square (Visitor 
Center if raining) and in the Septem-
ber ‘Pointer. For more information, 
410.558.0388.

In the Swim at Patterson
 The admission to swim at Patter-
son is $1.50 daily or a season pass 
for $25, say the Friends of Patterson 
Park. Hours are roughly 10AM-7PM 
daily. Phone 443.677.2618 or 2418. 

Such a broad focus fits with the region’s practical 
determination to reap economic benefits from the 
celebration.
 Here follows some additional local and distant 
places for consideration. First, Fell’s Point, better 
known until recent years as merely South Broad-
way, should nudge its historic district into an at-
mosphere of the war’s period. Its collection of 18th 
and 19th century residences, taverns, businesses 
and restaurants can fairly easily be organized to 
recreate the period we celebrate. Federal Hill, 
Fort Avenue, Key Highway and the many streets 
contained therein, could take the success of 34th 
Street at Christmas as a model to celebrate the 
heroes who name their streets, Riverside Park with 
its Round fort, and Federal Hill, where Captain Rod-
gers placed the last naval battery and Sam Smith 
stands tall. 
 Include the Constellation by urging this me-
morial ship to tell the story of its amazing role in 
saving Norfolk, Portsmouth, the Gosport Navy Yard 
and the Constellation, too, from the British heavy 
hand that fell on Hampton. We should honor the 
runaway slaves from Maryland and Virginia who 
fled to Royal Navy warships. That included those 
who became Royal Colonial Marines, trained at 
Tangier Island and who fought and died in enemy 
service. We should reach out to France and restate 
our recognition of its contributions to the Battle 
of Baltimore, not the least of which were those 
36-pound cannon at Fort McHenry. All these and 
many unnamed here would participate with pride 
and, by the way, carry the city’s invitation to visit 
us far and wide.

Moran Baltimore is tied up, fenced in and occupying 
shops-offices newly provided by the city on S. Clinton 
St. in Canton. After five years of attempts to relocate 
the tugs temporarily from Rec Pier, allowing its rede-
velopment as a hotel, the city set them up permanent-
ly down the harbor--where they moved May 1. Barbed 
wire fenced off the public in the gloom of the pier shed, 
too, but now it’s out in the open.

 The city’s Parking Authority announced expan-
sion of its partnership with ZipCar to place rentals 
in neighborhoods from Mt. Vernon to Harbor East, 
but none yet for Fell’s Point. Dave Holmes of Mar-
ketplace, said, “We have been working closely with 
the City’s parking group . . . about having it a part 
of Marketplace.” He held to a recent prediction “to 
start construction later this year” on the $60 million 
project, which includes doubling the size of the 
north market in reconstructing it, renovation of the 
surrounding commercial properties and addition 
of new and rebuilt housing. 

No ZipCars in 21231 Yet 

Pat and Julie Butler arrived from New 
York City this spring and have revived 
a watermark on the Square, The 
Whistling Oyster. They hope to rees-
tablish the bar as the place for a float-
ing Fell’s Point Yacht Club to anchor.



 Sandy Switaj of Lancaster St. offered this photo 
and the following.:  If you walk to the water’s edge 
on the east end of Thames Street, you might see 
one of Fell’s Point’s most adaptable/adorable 
residents. A white duck has spent the winter with 
the wild ducks and seems to have been integrated 
into the flock. The white duck was seen recently 
swimming with the drakes and guarding a hen 
and her 15(!) ducklings. Human residents arrive 
daily for feedings. A lovely happening available 
to all--at no cost. 

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The Fell’s Pointer thanks its 
three sustaining contributors for 
covering our nearly $150 monthly 
printing bill: Henderson’s Wharf, 
1000 Fell St., 410.522.7777; an 
anonymous fellow sustainer; and 
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond 
Sts. These make publication pos-
sible, as do volunteer distributors-
-recruits are most welcome via 
e-mail below.    
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming of Warren 
Communications, warrencom-
munications@comcast.net. We 
welcome donations by readers 
but more importantly submittals, 
questions or complaints. 
  Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Thursday Movies on Pier
 Main Street, The Sound Garden 
and Su Casa again offer free mov-
ies on Broadway Pier Thursdays 
at 8:45PM. The bookings: July 14, 
Hangover; 21, Star Trek; 28, Hot 
Tub Time Machine; Aug. 4 Twilight: 
New Moon; 11, Blind Side; 18, Alice 
in Wonderland (2009); 25, 500 Days 
of Summer. 

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion:  Second Tuesdays at 606 
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.

Fell’s Point Main Street: office, 1730 
Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian 
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St. 

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday 
of every other month at Bertha’s, 
dlh411@gmail.com.

 Along S. Patterson Park Ave., as it dives for the 
Harbor just south of the park, lives a retiree from 
Washington with a quadruple garage around the 
corner on Foster Ave. displaying 1967 and 2007 
Jaguars, an MGA 590 sport, seats from Memorial 
Stadium, a Royal Enfield motorcycle and a one-ton 
cast-iron London phone booth, in red. Oh yes, a 
dashboard mounted on the wall includes a pull 
for draft beer. And chandeliers light the scene.
 Bob Lippert, 63, recently retired from the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission in Washington 
but has been living for 16 years in his current house, 
which he now concedes to be in Canton--although 
when he came to it he was told that Fell’s Point 
extended east to the southwest corner of Patterson 
Park. Know the boundary seems to be Chester St. 
Whatever the name, the blocks below Eastern Ave. 
have a close-knit sense of neighborhood. The Lip-
pert garages provide the venue for parties, urban 
picnics and for fellow enthusiasts to wax eloquent 
over the elegance of British vehicles. It has the feel 
of an Odd Fellows Lodge, and while Lippert usually 
is the grand mason, long-running neighbors have 
their own keys.
 Lippert is an Orioles fan; he met his wife at 
Memorial Stadium. Passersby seem pulled to the 

Where Jaguars Prowl, With a Booth for Saucy Calls

Diversity Afloat at Thames

Photos by Lew Diuguid

Bob Lippert straddles Royal-Enfield in his garaged fan-
tasy land in the underbelly of Patterson Park. As at Me-
morial Stadium, ain’t the beer cold! 

garages, perhaps because they are such an extrava-
gant exception to the standard for southeast row 
houses: no garage at all, or miniature. One summer 
night late in the term of Martin O’Malley, the mayor 
made the scene--on horseback. A plaque with a 
photo marks the occasion, with O’Malley looking 
a bit like an Araber. The phone booth, by the way, 
evokes London down to the tart cards--showing 
some flesh and phone numbers of the women who 
work those distant streets.
Editor’s Note--These garages with their community 
feel invoked a memory of my youth near Walbrook 
Junction in west Baltimore during WWII. That modest 
neighborhood had a streetcar terminal, a Pratt Li-
brary--and a zoo. On our walk to the movie theater on 
Saturdays we ducked up a dead-end alley and hung 
on a cage above a cinder-block retaining wall to see 
an 8-foot alligator, major turtles, a couple monkeys 
and myriad plumed birds--the hobby of a row houser 
with a backyard passion. So here is the question: Do 
the often obscure inner recesses of Fell’s Point contain 
this sort of surprises? Sandy Switaj cqptures a natural 
variant on this page. Are there others? Send in an 
account, or at least let this reminiscing editor know 
what you’ve found. Lew Diuguid, lewkaydiuguid@
earthlink.net or 410.732.8232. 

‘I Saw the Harbor Lights’ 
 Last month, Mary Ellen Stepowany of Thames 
Street Apartments e-mailed developer Larry Sil-
verstein, owner of adjacent waterfront property 
and hence responsible for the Promenade on its 
perimeter: “Many months ago I communicated 
with a number of people about my concern that 
the lights had never been turned on around the 
Promenade. Eventually, they were turned on and 
it was great.  At the time I was told that you were 
involved along with the city [which built the 
Promenade]. Unfortunately, I have noticed that the 
lights have been off for a while.  I was wondering if 
you know anything about that . . . . My concern is 
for the safety of the walkers and runners.  Also the 
darkness is an invitation to the homeless to nest 
on the benches, which I have called 311 about. The 

area is so beautiful when it is lit at 
night.”
  Silverstein promised her to look 
into it, and replied to The ‘Pointer: 
“There is a transformer out that the 
city installed under the Promenade. 
We are trying to get it repaired. The 
extra high tides are flooding the 
circuits.”


